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University of South Alabama
Policy and Procedure for Monitoring and Reporting Substantive Changes

The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC)
requires all accredited institutions to have a written substantive change policy and
procedure that is approved through institutional processes. The approved policy will be
accessible to those within the university and to those in the general public.

“Substantive Change is defined by SACSCOC as a significant modification or expansion of
the nature and scope of an accredited institution. Substantive change includes high-impact,
high-risk changes, and changes that can impact the quality of educational programs and
services.”

The SACSCOC Substantive Change Policy can be found here:
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hours or credit-based to competency-based)

e Governance changes (e.g., significantly altering Board of Trustee’s by-laws, board
expansion/contraction, changes in authority or responsibility)

e Institution closure

e Institution relocation

e Acquisition of another institution, program, or off-site instructional location from
another institution of higher education or any other entity.

e Institutional contingency teach-out plan occurs if (placed on probation by SACSCOC;



